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peace, it was of consequence to ascertain whether
the subjects of this country were actuated by a loyal
attachment to the King1, and an unshaken zeal for
the constitution, or were under the influence of op-
posite sentiments. The light honorable gentleman
(Mr. Pitt) had asked, if we should make peace,
what would be the consequence of the inundation of
French principles into this country? Me, for one,
did not dread the consequence. But the right ho-
norable gentleman had rightly taken his ground, if
he supposed the people of England actuated by .sedi-
tious and treasonable sentiments, and ready on the
first opportunity to sacrifice all the blessings which
they enjoyed from the admirable form of their con-
stitution, and madly -to destroy themselves. This
was the point on which lie was prepared to meet
him. The question was not whether the habeas
corpus should remain suspended till February, though
an honorable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had thought.
proper to declare, by anticipation, that in the pre-
sent situation of things, he should be of opinion that
the suspension ought to be renewed; if he (Mr.
Sheridan) thought that there remained no ground
for suspending it, no consideration of the shortness of
time would induce him to withdraw his motion, he
would say, with the father of the right honorable
gentleman (the Earl of Chatham) who, when he
was -asked whether he would submit to a tyranny of
forty days, answered, No; he would not consent
that the people of England should be fettered and
shackled even for an hour: but the question now
was, Whether the habeas corpus should remain sus-
pended for ever ? Another consideration connected
with his motion, was, whether the reverence and
respect for the decision of juries, so intimately inter-
woven with the principles of the British constitution,
and hitherto so sacredly observed, should, or should
not be eradicated from the1 minds of the people of
England? In conducting the present di.sTUSition, he
should argue from circumstances a* they really